I. Introduction
'Space activities'have drastically changed in the past half a century in terms of actors. 1 In the beginning, only the United States and the Soviet Union could conduct space activities. Governments were expected to exclusively carry out space activities at that This situation has triggered the space debris problem. 3 It has been recognized since the late 1980s; the temporary results of its discussion were concluded in the UN Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of 2007. 4 On February 12, 2009, however, there was a serious collision for the first time between two large-scale satellites. 5 In January 2007, China' s Anti-Satellite ( "ASAT" ) missile demonstration resulted in more than 3000 pieces of space debris in scattered orbit. 6 The international community shared a sense of crisis about these situations and raised the issue of maintaining long-term sustainability of space activities as a primary international issue. 7 Though the issue of the sustainability of space activities first arose to prevent an arms race in outer space, harmonizing the development and protection of the environment is a parallel and common interest for sustainable development. Both goals are equally important to pre-empt international conflicts. This paper attempts to develop a Space Traffic Management ( "STM" ) system as a guiding principle for preventing conflicts among space activities in the international community. Part II will examine the current international legal regime governing space 320 G¤lfvdij 2
